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78 Reasons to Host a Meeting

“Meetings are great for the economy! According to the CIC's Economic Significance Study,
the meetings industry directly supports 1.7 million jobs, $263 billion in spending, a
$106 billion contribution to GDP, $60 billion in labor revenue, $14.3 billion in federal tax
revenue and $11.3 billion in state and local tax revenue.”

- Leah Retting, Student at George Mason University

“Have you ever tried to motivate or retain people, to strengthen customer re-
lationships or to increase business performance without, somewhere along the
way, having a face-to-face meetinge”

- Eric Rozenberg, Meetings and Events Entrepreneur

“You should hold a meeting because nothing stirs the soul
more than great minds sharing the same space.”
- Keith Johnston, Chief Writer PlannerWire.net

“Learning, networking, motivation and INSPIRATION.”
- Meredith Martini Hoban, Chief PlayWorker

“There is always something new to learn either from the meeting concept or its
actual content.”
- Paul Cook, Speaker, author consultant

“It’s not business, it’s personal...there’s no better way to encourage that than
through face-to-face meetings.”
- Jennifer Wood, BA, CMP

“Meetings are important because no matter how much technology is
available, nothing can replace the importance of face to face interaction!”

- Liz King, CEO Event Specialist

“Science shows that the actual physical chemistry of individuals and the surrounding environment in which they exist
change when grouped together. You can only attain these dynamics when people are face to face.”
- Suzanne Carawan, VP Global Marketing, etouches Event Management Software

“Anytime you have a group of people who want to work together to make some-
thing better in the most efficient way possible.”
- Traci Browne
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“If used purposefully, meetings are one of the great ways to brainstorm, collaborate, create and find solu-
tlons face to face. A simple and proven process which gets to the core of the matter.”
- Connie Gilbert, Independent event marketing consultant

“People, ideas, surroundings and experiences all expand your horizons.”
- Joan Eisenstodt, Association and Corporate Trainer

“Meetings are important for face to face connections and interactions. The best mo-
ments are watching individuals from different backgrounds making a connection and
realizing that there is a relationship and partnership that they never expected
existed.”

- Susan L. Cope, Catering Sales Manager

“COLLABORATION! The wisdom that comes from people simply talk-
ing face-to-face is invaluable.”

= Shawna Suckow, Founder of Seniors Planners Industry Network

“Learn something new and how to apply it to your life.”
- Elizabeth Glau, Chief Foundation Strategist

“MEETINGS ALLOW GROUPS OF PEOPLE TO SOLIDIFY THEIR COMMON GOAL, COL-
LABORATE, CREATE AND MAKE IT HAPPEN.”
-JEN SAKO, EVENTS BY SAKO

“Meetings allow you to expand your knowledge, stengthen your skills, bond with co-
workers and clients, and build your confidence. There is no substitute for what can be
accomplished in a face-to-face meeting.”

- Lisa Kraus Gardner, Director of Business Development and Events

Re-inventing the wheel is something you cannot do alone. Meetings
and events are the best way to unleash creative power!”

- Michael Hiepel, Executive Director Marketing and Event Management

Because those ‘“ah ha moments and chance introductions happen at meetings! Face to
Face! Break¢hroughs happen when you get folks in a room, or at a break area, talking,
collaborating, thinking. Emails at 2:00am ¢an only go so far.”’

- Kristin Kurie, The Wilderman Group
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“\/a]ue of face 2 face is unParra”eIecl. Car't build relationships via internet. [ Jow can | con-
nect better w,/ favorite PeoPle than a meeting?”

~ Miclge Dobbs, CMF

“To bring in a fresh focus with a great keynote speaker whose inspiration will im-
pact that company or organization’s next steps.”
- Executive Speakers, Global Speakers Bureau & Talent Consultants

“Because - in the words of Corbin Ball - “there’s no such thing as a virtual beer.”
- Maura Gast, Executive Director at Irving Convention and Visitors Bureau

“Depending the type of meeting or conference that is held, networking and doing
business face to face is priceless! And | agree with Maura Gast above, no such
thing as a virtual beer!”

- Carolyn Bradford, Conference Sales Manager

“There are many channels of communication available only in face to face interactions, and
these are necessary for forming solid business relationships. Our brains are designed this way:
we get a sense of other people through our bodies, not our minds alone. Meetings also create
a synergy that enhances team and organizational performance, and gives people a glimpse of
the big picture — important for motivation and engagement. Today’s work demands collabora-
tion, creativity and innovation, group cohesion, and trust. These all require a physical presence
and context for optimal results.”

- Andrea Sullivan, President, BrainStrength Systems / LeaderStrength Systems, Inc.

“Social media can only get you so far before you have to

meet and ...well...actually be social.”
- Kyle Hillman, Co-Chair of MPI TechCon

“It's important to host meetings because it helps to keep lines of communication open. It’s also

good create a S.W.O.T. analysis to help establish the companies Goals & Objectives!
- Jimmie Williams, C.E.O/ President of J.U.L.C.inc.

“You need to network to get work.”
- Jordan Smith, CEO of Onelobby.com

“Everyone can come together, I’m sure that each person has a different point of view
for whatever the subjects are all about, then work with the ideas that stand out.”

- Lilieth Edwards, Wedding and Event Coordinator
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“One of the best reasons to hold a meeting is to mobilize people to do great things that might never be
accomplished otherwise. United, people are able to do amazing feats and there is something compelling
about this potential that will always draw people together.”

- Kiki L'Ttalien, President of Amplified Growth

“Face-to-face meetings accelerate a company’s cash. Deals
close faster, loyalty grows and the door for nurturing

relationships opens a tad wider.”
- Dave Lutz, Managing Director - Velvet Chainsaw Consulting

“Meetings are about; Education, Spending, Revenue, Networking, Knowledge, and Re-
lationships. At it's core, meetings are about business and the human connection.”
- Roger Rickard, Partner, Chief Advocate - Revent, LLC and Voices in Advocacy

“Meetings and business travel exist to grow brands, educate constituents, enhance
business development, launch products and expand profits.”
- Business Travel

“Meetings and events help people get out of their comfort zone and be challenged - real time.
This can’t be done behind a computer at home or always in an office environment.”

- Terence R Donnelly, Vice President, Experientenvironment

“The best reason to have a meeting is for knowledge exchange. While you can do
that online, nothing beats speeding up the growth process of an idea than meeting
face to face.”

- Jason Hensel, Multimedia Editor, One+ magazine, MPI

“Conferences, meetings and conventions, do more than just highlight keys areas of interest,
education, business, networking, product roll outs etc. They stimulate that intrinsic human need
to connect, face to face. To exchange ideas, concepts, and better ways to do...anything. Meet-
ings enlighten, energize, educate, entertain, and all in real time with friends and colleagues who
share similar or non similar interest. I've been in this business for 30+ years and will never be able
to thank all the people | have met through meetings, how they have help shape who | am per-

sonally and professionally. | love this business!”
- Roy Benear, VP of Sales & Business Development for the International Association of Venue Managers

“To garner buy-in and foster team cohesiveness. Big or small, each person’s contribution
matters. There is no “I” in TEAM.”

- Dr. Modeane Walker, Learning Management System Manager, City of Houston
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“Hold Sales Kick-Off Meetings to get your team excited about the ensuing year and the
company’s offerings. It's an effective way to educate the sales force on new, upcom-

ing products/services, recognize and thank them for their accomplishments, provide

a chance for them to strengthen relations with teammates - especially if they’re remote
workers and don’t have the chance to work with each other on a regular basis. These
face-to-face meetings really help with morale and team building...and they’re a lot of fun!
Kick-Off meetings recharge everyone!”

- Grace Cular Yee, Director of Sales, PROCESS EXPO

“To ensure that everyone understands the ‘Master Plan’. It gives folks an opportu-
nity to get clarification.”
- Brenda Howes, CEO The Howes Group

%(mmy /oye//%/’, M(l/’i/ly, fvman connections. "

“Face to face meetings are the only true way to build off the synergy of the attendees. One of the best
takeaways from a good meeting is to learn from the presenter, as well as, from each other. Where
you can ask questions when you think of them and get responses from many points of view. You can-
not replicate that virtually.”

- DeDe Mulligan, Mulligan Management Group

“People want to buy from people they know and trust. Business done
face to face, in meeting environments that enhance relationships,
make memorable experiences and provide learning opportunities are
the best way to do business. Our measurements on impact on sales
opportunities and revenue prove this. Bigger deals, shorter sales cy-

cles when customers attend a physical event.”
- Paul Salinger, VP Marketing, Oracle

“Face to face is still so important, it's about combining the online relationships with the real
world. You can use Social Tables to arrange your guest list, seating and floorplan.”
- @socialtables

“Shared experiences like meetings and special events can create communi-
tas, a term coined by anthropologist Victor Turner, to mean the feeling of to-

getherness. One cannot get this except by being with other humans.”
- Doug Matthews, Writer and speaker about special events
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“Inspiration, ideas, excitement and change come when all the human emotions are experienced, this is not only enhanced when we are
with others face to face but it allows us to engage and learn so much from one another! Human beings question and expand how we think
when we directly interact with others! The value of this is immeasurable!”

- Nancy Shaffer, Founder and CEO, BRAVO! Event by Design

“Vigi6ility. 90% of success is showing up. Meetings are a great way to present yourself, gain
confidence in speaking, and offer an opportunity to give to others for their Genefit.”
- $hannon Stickle Lemp, Event Coordinator

“Face-to-face meetings are imperative to moving
commerce. In-person meetings are the foundation to
building quality relationships through a gained mutual
respect. Even the President of the United States meets

with national leaders in person!”
- Josh Ness, Digital Strategist, Dynamic Events

“Meetings create shared social experiences. I believe people prefer to do business with others with
whom they share social experiences.”

= Cheryl Tracy Lawson, CEO, Party Aficionado, LLC and Founder of Social Media Tulsa

“Meetings give you the opportunity to experiment; to develop ideas, forge relationships, con-
duct safe and smart interactions, challenge views and opinions, employ compassion, and see
the world in a whole new way.”

- Lindsey Rosenthal, Chief Event Strategist, Events For Good

“By getting people out of their traditional workspace and into an environ-
ment of collaborative thinking and sharing, meetings can increase the
spread of knowledge, creativity and productivity without the interruptions
that occur in the office setting.”

- MPI Philadelphia Area chapter

“To deepen business velationships throngh persondd connections.”
- Newthern Callifornia Ghapter of Meeting Professionals International

“Face-to-face meetings are sfill the single best way to network and learn!
- Jay S. Daughtry, M.Ed., Social Media and Communications Consultant

“Hosting a meeting is really a phenomenal opportunity to become the gathering place for innovation & ideas in
your respective industry.The opportunity to capture influencers, brands and a diverse set of lifelong learners is the
primary reason for hosting meetings.”

- Kateri J. Harried, Principal at Klover Events
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“To enhance and nurture human connections - build communities of support, share knowl-
edge, increase morale, solve problems, & voice opinions.”
- Kendra McMurray, CMP

“To resolve an issue.”’
- Surinder Aggarwal, Tourism & Events Educator at NMIT

“Simply put people need people and we need to meet face to face! The size and influence of the entire
event-hospitality industry is greater than ever and, in our flattened world, as far-reaching as never before,
our participation and contributions to it are truly significant.”

- Debra Roth, Creative Director / Experience Designer - Independent Creative NYC @PinkDeb

“It means bringing people together with a purpose.”
- Brynne Rosenberg, Experienced Meeting and Event planner

“Meetings enable people to connect with each other, with ideas, and with the larger community in
which they work. When we come together, we help each other become stronger individuals, col-
laborators, innovators, and members of our professional communities.”

- Sue Pelletier, Editor, Medical Meetings magazine

“Concentrating like minded people in a space has the potential to generate energy
and excitement. That is why people go to churches, concerts, popular restaurants,

clubs, or hotel. Energy, Energy, Energy. A “meeting” is the same thing.”
- Scott Greenberg, CEO, theWit, Viper Alley, ECD Co.

“To get everyone on the same page. Or at least in the same book!”
- Lisa Nelson, IT Professional

“MEETINGS CREATE AN OPEN LINE OF COMMUNICATION ENSURING STAFF IS ON THE SAME PAGE AND
KNOWLEDGE IS SHARED. MEETINGS ARE IMPORTANT TO EFFICIENTLY DELEGATE DUTIES AND SHARE IN
JOB RESPONSIBILITIES. THEY ELIMINATE INEFFICIENCIES IN EMPLOYEES HAVING LACK OF BACKGROUND
OF INFORMATION! ONE CAN DREAM!!”

- GRACIA PETERSEN-JARVIS, INTERIOR DESIGNER

“#1: There’s no more effective way to commumicate an important message and get bury-in
from your people quickly. #2: In tinnes of crisis, people need to be able to work 1t<o'g<e\1t]h1<e\1r to
fiond exlp)e«dlfuelnut solutions. #3: If you want to tc]hlaumge behavior; ]Pne(oqp)lhe need to be n an envi-

ronment that’s conducive to ][eanmmihnltg,\ openness and experimentation — without a meet-

ngr that’s hard to create. #4: You can create transformative events that affect the course
of people’s lives and the decisions they make. Hs: Meeting face-to-face is the best way sales
teams have found to close new business.”

- Kristi Casey Sanders, VP of Creative/Chief Storyteller PlanYourMeetings.com
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“People need people: for inspiration, to germinate and generate ideas, to create
community, to give and receive support. Meetings do this best.”
- Sherryll Sobie, editor of Ignite Magazine

"FACE TO FACE MEETINGS ARE INVALUABLE FOR BUILDING, MAINTAINING
AND STRENGTHENING LASTING, SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS RELATIONSHIPS.”
- JENNIFER, DESTINATION HAILFAX

“Nonverbal cues like facial expression and hand gestures have such an important impact on communication and
relationship building - there are extra hurdles to building trust and respect through conference calls, emails, and
social media ... and that’s coming from someone who’s job is social/online engagement!”

- Kayla McKinley, Interactive Marketing Manager for International Association of Venue Managers

"UDroc?ucﬁue, znc/usiue, znformaﬁue and 9’Conest. ¢bs without these, meet‘ings Become n@tﬁing more than a pea-

cock show — usec?forgmn&stanc?ing".
- John (I MGnta/vo, §a/es and M)ar&eﬁng Edssociate

“To further the skills, knowledge and interactions of those that attend and participate in
meetings while supporting travel-related businesses and the communities in which they
reside in an effort to develop economies.”

- Brian Avery, Owner Event Safety and Security Services

“Meetings provide an opportunity to build new relationships and to reconnect
with old friends. They're invaluable experiences that we can build friendships and
businesses upon.”

- Joseph Lo, Co-founder, Encore Web Studios and MeetingApps.com

“When launching a product, you want to ignite enthusiasm, connect people with
your product or service and have them buy. The best way to do that is with a strate-
gic launch event that will have people talking about it via
Twitter, blogs, Facebook, news feeds, etc.”

- Caryl Lyons, Managing Partner/Creative Director ROAR events group

“MEETINGS TECHNOLOGY SPEAKER AND ANALYST: WHEN YOU BOIL MEETINGS DOWN TO THEIR MOST ES-
SENTIAL ELEMENT, IT IS ABOUT BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER.”

- CORBIN BALL

“Meetings are great for a few reasons: (1) education, (2) networking, (3) train-
ing on new products. If there is an idea, there is a way to work a meeting
around it. Just depends on what you are trying to accomplish with the meeting.”
- LaTonya Blount, Meeting and Event Planner
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“Create connections. People to people, face to face. Content to life con-
nections when you experience presentations, discussions or situations that
give you the large and small ‘a-ha’ moments.”

- Tahira Endean, CMP

“TO BOUNCE IDEAS OFF OF ONE ANOTHER.”
- LAURA RANSONE, NATIONAL CONFERENCE CENTER INTERN

“Well run face-to-face meetings are still the best way to make meaningful connections and learn and share effectively via participatory process,
thereby facilitating vital and stimulating professional growth.”
-Adrian Segar, author of “Conferences That Work: Creating Events That People Love”

“Face to face meetings have several purposes: enhance current (often virtually created) re-
lationships, meet new people with whom to bond and collectively work on solving a prob-
lem or creating a wonderful collaborative new horizon. We are more creative, intellegent &
powerful together than alone.”

- Grace White, Owner of Virtually Amazing

“MEETING FACE-TO-FACE IS WHEN VIRTUAL FRIENDS BECOME REAL FRIENDS... IN BOTH SENSES OF THE WORD ‘REAL’.”

“Meetings (at least the good ones) help our individualistic culture experience the in-
spiring exchange that can happen when we dialogue, learn and connect with our larger
community. They provide one of the last known spaces where we all, at the same time,
set aside the majority of our other responsibilities and collectively work toward solving
problems and improving the world.”

-Jason Judy, Director of Creative Services for the International Association of Venue Managers

“A staff retfreat with an experienced facilitator can reveal new strengths, identify
challenges, build camaraderie and result in a meaningful strategic plan with action steps.”

- Eileen Kugler, Global speaker, trainer, facilitator

“To create the ideal circumstances for the productive collaboration of

many minds for the benefit humanity.”
- Jenise Fryatt, Co-Owner of Icon Presentations

“IT’S ALL ABOUT THE NETWORKING AND EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES. PEOPLE WANT TO DO BUSINESS

WITH OTHERS THEY KNOW AND TRUST AND THE ABILITY TO MEET FACE TO FACE STRENGTHENS THAT

BELIEF. COMBINE THAT WITH THE CHANCE TO LEARN SOMETHING THAT COULD HELP IN YOUR CAREER
OR YOUR CLIENTS, IT’S A WIN-WIN.”

- GREG RUBY, SUPREME COMMANDER - GREG RUBY EVENTS GROUP




